


A B O U T

The Rewilders is a feature-length
documentary about an extraordinary
group of people who are committed
to returning the wild flora and fauna
to vast swathes of regions across the
globe. Travelling to the most spectacular
landscapes on the planet, this 4K film
will be a unique insight into how they are
being restored and reunited with their
original native wildlife.

For hundreds, if not thousands, of years 
we have been on a cataclysmic course 
with nature; our once rich and diverse 
world has been crumbling around us. 
Centuries of industrial and agricultural 
plunder have seen animals go extinct 
and vast ecosystems disappear, cut down 
by loggers or engulfed by our concrete 
jungles. Although we have in the last 
few decades finally woken up to what we 
might lose if we don’t change course, 
many seem to have forgotten about what 
we have already lost.

Yet a small group of revolutionary 
world citizens have dared to dream 
the undreamable, and are committing 
considerable resources to restoring our 
wild places. These ‘rewilders’ have deep 
pockets, steel will, political muscle, and 
above all, unwavering belief. 

Key to their success is the acquisition 
of huge areas of land in order to restore 
them and return the natural species that 
have disappeared, either hunted out or 
victims of diminished resources. Some 
have become extinct, but many are still 
found in more sustainable, protected 
areas. The most successful species - 
large grazing herbivores such as bison, 
elk and wild horses, or predators like 
wolves, bears and lynx - have the most 
impact, creating ‘trophic cascades’ in 
which their very presence restores the 
ecological balance of an environment.

Yet the rewilding movement is not without 
conflict and controversy. Rewilding
has generated opposition from local 
farmers, ramblers, governments, 
suburban intellectuals, hunters and, in 
some cases, even conservationists.
In a world with a growing population 
to house and feed, putting land back 
to the wild is bound to be politically 
controversial, as is the concept of the 
elite buying up land and asking those 
that depend on it to leave it alone. A 
passionate and talented presenter will 
guide us through the film, meeting these 
rewilders on the land that they care so 
much about, and he/ she will seek to 
challenge their ambitions, which could 
be considered by some to be ideologist, 
unrealistic and elitist. 

We will travel to six continents, from the 
open grasslands of North America, to 
the endangered rainforests of Australia, 
exploring these stunning wildernesses 
that are being restored. 

In Holland we will see how introducing 
herbivores to an area reclaimed from 
the sea has led to the return of hundreds 
of thousands of breeding birds, and we 
will travel to a real life Jurassic Park in 
Siberia where the most ambitious plans 
to resurrect a species that went extinct 
during the Pleistocene could combat 
climate change. Meeting other key 
members of the rewilding ‘ecosystem’ 
- a host of energetic activists, 
campaigners and wildlife lovers - we will 
see how passion and ample resources 
could be the key to not only halting 
humankind’s damaging impact on the 
planet, but also to reversing it.

The Rewilders will be a timely new 
flashpoint in our emerging golden era 
that has seen documentaries like An 
Inconvenient Truth and Blackfish serve 

as battle cries for social change and 
dominate our most popular online 
platforms such as Netflix and Amazon. 
While an exciting new addition to this 
group, The Rewilders will also stand out as 
a unique new take on the universal story 
of humankind vs. nature, one that is being 
told in depth for the first time. 



P R O D U C T I O N

This feature documentary will be 
produced by the Emmy-award winning 
Melanie Fall, who has over twenty 
years experience in creating politically 
compelling current affairs documentaries 
for Channel 4, the BBC and PBS — such 
as The Ascent of Money, presented by 
Niall Ferguson — and co-produced and 
directed by Leander Ward, producer/ 
co-director of Disneynature’s premiere 
theatrical release The Crimson Wing - 
Mystery of the Flamingos. 

Leading a team of the world’s premium 
natural history talent, Leander will 
employ the latest 4K camera technology 
to deliver a visually stunning film, and 
above all, a uniquely captivating and 
powerful story. 



B A C K S T O R Y

The rewilding concept was developed by 
an American called Michael Soulè in the
mid-1990s, who defined it as “the 
scientific argument for restoring big 
wilderness based on the regulatory 
roles of large predators”. The first 
and most famous experiment was the 
reintroduction of wolves to Yellowstone 
National Park in the US which restored 
the entire ecosystem of the park.

There is now convincing scientific 
evidence to show that bringing back the 
indigenous top predators (bison, cats, and 
lynx have also been reintroduced with 
good results) can increase the diversity of 
other flora and fauna, enable woodlands 
to expand and help reconnect people with 
nature. 

Their aim is the restoration of a self 
sustaining wilderness that has not existed 
for decades or centuries. In the UK we will 
discover a particular debate between the 
conservationists, who have dominated our 
wildlife protection agencies since World 
War 2, whose ambitions are to conserve 
the nature we have inherited, rather  
than try to bring back the nature that we 
have lost.

Since the initial experiment in 
Yellowstone, rewilders worldwide have 
taken action: nurturing red squirrels 
in Scotland; beavers in England’s West 
country and Scotland; nightingales in
Sussex; bison and wolves in North 
America; Tasmanian devils in Australia; 
bears and wolves on farmland throughout 
Europe; lynx in pockets of European wild 
woodland; and the natural grazing of 
large herbivores throughout Europe. 



F O R M A T

The film will be a feature-length 
documentary with high production values. 
An award-winning 4K documentary team 
— well experienced in wildlife filmmaking 
and with a proven track record in feature 
docs — will ensure dynamic storytelling, 
beautiful cinematography, intimate 
wildlife behaviour, and breathtaking aerial 
views of the stunning locations that we
will encounter on our global journey to 
some of the most remote parts of our 
planet. 

Many of our characters may have earned 
their fortunes in the corporate world and 
now are turning to nature to find meaning 
in life. They have immersed themselves 
and their families in a rewilding journey, 
which means that they are never more 
happy than out in the wilderness, living 
wildly with nature. We will endeavour to 
capture this passion on camera.

The film will be as much of a journey of 
rewilding sites around the world (with up 
close and personal views of the wildlife 
that inhabit them), as an exploration 
of the values and ambitions of the 
frontrunners of the rewilding movement. 
The producers are actively seeking a 
captivating and intrepid presenter with a 
passion for wild places, a natural charm, 
and an open, inquisitive mind. 

All the principle characters he/she will 
meet are larger than life personalities, 
and so our presenter should feel as at 
home by a jungle camp fire as around a 
presidential banquet table. With these 
rewilders as guides, our presenter will 
experience the journey of a lifetime; 
travelling on foot; in dugout canoes, 
boats and hovercrafts; in private planes 
and helicopters; and sleeping out under 
the stars, he/she will have an intimate 
glimpse into the animals and landscapes 
that these people are working hard  
to restore. 



C A S T  A N D
L O C A T I O N S
We have identified the following list of characters, most of whom the producers already 
have direct access to through friends, who are frontrunners in the rewilding movement. 
Each character will be filmed in their unique location and will tell us their own 
compelling story.

1.  Ben Goldsmith in the West Country, England
2.  Frans Vera in Holland’s The Oostvaardersplassen
3.  Odile Rodriguez de la Fuente in the Iberian Peninsula
4.  Frans Schepers in the Carpathian Mountains, Romania
5.  Adrian Gardiner in Shamwari, Eastern South Africa
6.  Germaine Greer and her rainforest in Queensland, Australia
7.  Professor Zimov in the Siberian Steppe
8.  Ted Turner and his ranches in North America
9.  Kris Tomkins, wife of the late Doug Tomkins, in Patagonia
10.  Sebastian and Lelia Salgado’s estate in Brazil’s Atlantic Forest
11.  Paul Lister at Alladale in The Highlands, Scotland
12.  Anders Povlsen in The Highlands Scotland
13.  Charles and Isabella Burrell at Knepp Castle, England



SOMERSET, ENGLAND

J O U R N E Y

Our film starts in the countryside of 
Somerset. Our presenter has been 
invited to lunch by Ben Goldsmith at 
his farm near Bruton, Somerset. The 
son of late billionaire philanthropist Sir 
James Goldsmith, and nephew of Edward 
Goldsmith (founder of the ‘Ecologist 
Magazine’) Ben is a passionate rewilder, 
ecologist and eco financier; he is green to 
his finger nails, as is his brother Zac -
Conservative MP and Mayoral candidate 
for London. 

Ben is giving a lunch to introduce us to 
some key rewilding people; landowners, 
scientists, environmental campaigners 
- they are here to give us a list of people 
and projects we should visit around the 
world. Of course there is much talk of 
North America and Yellowstone, but we 
are warned not just to focus on the big 
experiments, and to remember that
rewilding is also a grassroots movement 
of small endeavours. 

This is very much the message of one of 
the key guests to the lunch - the author 
and activist George Monbiot. George has 
made a name for himself talking and 
writing about rewilding. He passionately 
believes that if enough people rewild just 
a little patch of England, one day all these 
patches will meet up and we will have 
rewilded our island. 

Just to prove his point, we are introduced 
to the Devon farmer Derek Gow, who is 
known for reintroducing beavers to his 
farm. Derek tells us that beavers used 
to be all over England, until they were 
hunted to extinction. He is using wild 
beavers, reintroduced to his farm from 
a breeding pair that he brought from 
Austria, to help build a dam to regulate 
water supply to his crops. 

Everyone is in agreement that the place 
for us to start our journey is Holland, 
where we will journey to a breathtaking 
new wilderness.

THE OOSTVAARDERSPLASSEN, HOLLAND

The first rewilding project in Europe is 
the lifetime work of Frans Vera, a legend 
in the rewilding community. There are 
few more breathtaking places than the 
Oostvaardersplassen in Holland - 6,000 
hectares of land that has been reclaimed 
from the sea and is packed full of wild 
animals. This ecological wonderland is 
almost impossible to visit because the 
aim of the experiment was to remove man 
from this landscape and let the animals 
roam freely.

Our presenter is invited on a personal 
tour of the Oostvaardersplassen with 
Frans. Frans’ plan was to avoid the 
controversy surrounding reintroducing 
the primary predator (the Dutch had little 
to no experience of living with wolves) 
and focus on the restoration of the wild 
by the grazing and browsing of wild large 
herbivores, similar to ones that roamed
the area in Europe’s prehistoric past. 

This process, known as “naturalistic 
grazing”, leaves the animal populations 
and fauna to be regulated by themselves 
(they die if there is not enough food).
Before they were driven to extinction, 
large herbivores in this part of Europe 
included the tarpan (wild horse), wisent 
(European bison), red deer (elk or wapiti 
in North America) and aurochs (wild 
cattle). The tarpan and aurochs are 
extinct, but Konik ponies and Heck cattle 
are able to act as functional equivalents, 
occupying a similar ecological niche. 

The only native large herbivores now 
missing from Oostvaardersplassen are elk 
(moose in North America), wild boar and 
wisent.

The reserve was the start of an 
ambitious project to rewild Holland, 
which would link reserves such as the 
Oostvaadersplassen by ecoducts across 
roads, motorways, and corridors
of land so that herbivores could roam 
throughout Holland. 

Although today you can see some animal 
motorway crossings, during our filming 
we will discover that Frans’ ambitions 
have been thwarted by bureaucracy. The 
Dutch government, under enormous 
pressure from the farming lobby, has 
recently reneged on it’s land-corridor 
commitments. Frans says that he has 
been accused of being a ‘war criminal’ by 
the farming lobby in Holland, but he has 
many supporters in a country which value 
liberty and individual rights above all.

From Holland we journey to Northern 
Iberia to visit a fiercely beautiful region 
which is following in the footsteps of the 
Oostvaardersplassen.



THE IBERIAN PENINSULA

The Iberian rewilding project covers two 
reserves, the Campanarios de Azaba 
reserve (on the Spanish side) and Faia 
Brava reserve (on the Portuguese side). 
This land is now home to a total of 47 
Retuerta horses, 47 Garrano horses, 
13 Sayaguesa cows and 7 Maronesa 
cows, all released onto the reserve in 
order to rewild the area through natural 
grazing. Our presenter is guided through 
the reserves by Rewilding Europe’s 
supervisory board member, Spain’s
Odile Rodriguez de la Fuente.

From the flat lands of Holland we head 
east to Romania, to the wild Carpathian 
mountains, one of Europe’s natural 
treasures and almost unknown to most 
people. Our presenter will join some of 
the local rewilders, including on a trek 
up into the mountains, to encounter 
some of the animals they are so keen to 
save. He will be led by the foundations 
Managing Director Franz Schepers The 
Carpathian mountains of Romania are one 
of the largest and last truly wild places in 
Europe. Bears, wolves and lynx live in the
ancient forests, alongside birds and 
plants that are unique to the area.

Just five years ago, the forest was state 
owned and protected. Today it is under 
threat. Since Romania joined the EU, 
the state has been required to return 
the land to its original owners from the 
pre-communist era. These people, who 
no longer have links to the land, have 
been happy to sell it on to developers and 
logging companies.

To protect the breathtaking forests of 
the Carpathia, a group of rewilders are 
putting together a fund to purchase large 
tracts of the forests and safeguard them 
forever as a non-intervention wilderness 
reserve. So far, 50,0000 hectares have 
been purchased, but the group have 
enough money to buy 150,000 hectares. 
The long term plan is to return the land 
back to the Romanian state as a protected 
national park, but for now it will be a 
private reserve owned by foreigners.

The rewilders must tread carefully - there 
are many who do not welcome them 
in Romania, especially those working 
for the timber companies and farmers. 
They must show that the park has local 
economic benefits for tourism. 

There are also sovereignty issues 
attached to the purchase of such an 
enormous amount of Romanian land.
Looking to the South African experience, 
the rewilders are aware that to be 
successful you need good social and 
economic rationale. This means putting 
people at the heart of the agenda, 
showing them that there are fundamental 
benefits that wilderness can deliver at 
all levels. Unless they can win the hearts 
and minds of the local people who will be 
most affected by their rewilding plans, 
their project will fail.

ROMANIA – CARPATHIAN PROJECT

The reserve can now boast an impressive 
list of endangered European animals 
such as red fox, European badger, weasel, 
European polecat, wild boar, European 
wildcat, and garden dormouse. Recently 
wolves have been spotted, as well as the 
rare Spanish Imperial eagle. From wolves 
emerging in Spain, we journey to the 
Carpathian Mountains, home to some of
Europe’s oldest forest, and well 
established wild bears and wolves.



South Africa is a key location for our 
film because it is here that the original 
rewilding experiments have taken place, 
failed, learnt lessons and then succeeded.
We will be guests of Adrian Gardiner on 
his estate in the eastern Cape of South 
Africa, where we are joined by his son 
Paul and select members of his team.

Rewilding has a proven track record 
in South Africa, where overgrazed 
downgraded farmland has been  
returned to its natural state through  
the reintroduction of wild animals.
Large tracts of South Africa have now 
been converted from cattle farms into 
game reserves. The economic benefits 
of tourism and hunting has outweighed 
that of cattle farming, and landowners are 
starting to replace cattle with wildlife.

Adrian tells us that involving the local 
communities has been essential to the 
success of the rewilding, ensuing that 
caring for wild animals are as much 
benefit to the local people as keeping 
cattle had been in the past. Although 
South Africa has proved how successful 
rewilding can be, it currently faces 
political and socio-economic challenges. 

President Zuma recently announced 
that he plans to pass legislation that 
will prevent foreigners from owning 
land in South Africa (many projects are 
privately funded). He has also spoken 
of confiscating land ‘Zimbabwe style’ 
for rural and agricultural development. 
The demands of providing food for an 
expanding population in a third world 
country may now destroy all that has  
been gained over 20-30 years. 

Also controversial is the conflict between 
game reserve owners and poachers; 
many have been forced to rethink their 
rewilding ambitions due to the high cost 
of keeping animals — in particular rhino 
and elephant — safe from poaching.

Even after 20 years, there are still lessons 
to be learned about how to rewild South 
Africa, and if there is one clear message it 
is the diplomatic, inclusive approach.

SOUTH AFRICA

No story about rewilding is complete 
without a trip to the Australian
outback. Australia has always had a 
controversial, wild, almost anarchist 
ecoscene with it’s regular and often 
violent conflict with corporate Australia
(mining and logging companies), 
Aborigines over land rights,
and sheep farmers, to name a few.

Rewilding has a particular attraction to 
Australia because it has always
had a shortage of predators - a problem 
which has created an infestation 
of rabbits, kangaroos and foxes. 

Today, Australian rewilders hope to 
reintroduce the dingo and Tasmanian 
devil to rebalance the ecosystem, but 
it is controversial in a country whose 
population is largely suburban and fearful 
of the bush. Germaine Greer’s book 
“White Beech: The Rainforest Years” is 
about how she and others set up Friends 
of Gondwana Rainforest, “an alliance of 
carers for the subtropical rainforest”.

She also bought 60 hectares of Cave 
Creek, Queensland - land that had been 
decimated by deforestation and cattle 
grazing, with the aim of restoring it to it’s 
former life. 

Her mission continues to be to encourage 
private individuals to do as she has 
done and attempt to restore pockets 
of rainforests, rich in biodiversity, but 
ravaged by centuries of greed and 
ignorance.

AUSTRALIA



Next we journey to Siberia to meet Dr 
Sergey Zimov. Sergey is director of the 
Northeast Science Station, creator of the 
world’s most prehistoric rewilding project, 
‘Pleistocene Park’. In the 16,000 hectare 
park Sergey has attempted to recreate the 
Siberian ecosystem of the later years of a 
pre-human-domination epoch. 

So far Zimov has boosted the density of 
surviving herbivores, including reindeer, 
moose, and stocky, heavy-maned Yakutian 
horses. He has plans to reintroduce 
musk ox, bring in Canadian bison and, 
eventually, install tigers from the far east 
of Siberia. 

SIBERIA

But Zimov’s true dream is to reintroduce 
the wooly mammoth to the steppes, and 
he will tell us about the de-extinction 
program that he is linked to at Harvard, 
under pioneering geneticist
Dr George Church.



Ted Turner is the second largest individual 
landholder in North America, owning 
two million acres of land. His ranches 
in Kansas, New Mexico, Montana, South 
Dakota and Nebraska support many 
environmental projects including water 
resource management, reforestation, 
and the reintroduction of animals. He 
manages over 55,000 bison across the
Turner ranches.

NORTH AMERICA

Turner’s ranches are also home to 
endangered Mexican gray wolves, black-
footed ferrets, and Aplomado falcons. 
Currently the endangered Bolson tortoise 
is being reintroduced into North America 
with Turner’s resources. We will be 
Turner’s guests at his Ladder Ranch in 
the Chihuahuan Desert of New Mexico 
to discuss rewilding North America with 
him.



Our trip to Patagonia will be one of the 
highlights of the film. The beauty and 
isolation of the landscape is unparalleled, 
yet it also presents us with one of the 
most controversial of all the rewilding
projects, the private national parks 
created by one individual and his wife. We 
will be visiting the world’s largest private 
nature reserve, Pumalin Park in southern 
Chile, one of five national parks Doug 
and Kristine Tompkins helped create in 
Patagonia.

When Doug Tomkins died in December 
2015, he and his wife owned more than 
4.7 million acres of wilderness in Chile 
and Argentina, bought with the proceeds 
of their outdoor clothing companies. 
Together they had protected more land 
than any other private individuals in
history. Doug’s long term plan was always 
to donate the massive nature sanctuaries 
that he created, to the people of Chile and 
Argentina. This trip to Patagonia give us a 
perfect opportunity to look at the legacy of 
this famous philanthropist, explorer and 
conservationist. 

Doug was a legend in his lifetime, 
an activist for nature and beauty, a 
believer in “deep ecology”, which 
argues that a shallow, reform-minded 
environmentalism was doomed to fail.
An American citizen, Tompkins’ land 
acquisitions and environmental activism 
were sometimes controversial in his 
adopted home, where some regarded his 
presence as almost colonial.

There are lots of outrageous rumours 
about the Tomkins in the local press. 
One source suggests that Doug and Kris 
are creating a second Israel in South 
America; that they are siphoning off the 
world’s last freshwater resources for 
other American millionaires; they are
building bunkers for a pending 
nuclear war. 

PATAGONIA, SOUTH AMERICA

Antonio Harvath, a conservative senator 
says, “If I were to go to the United States 
and buy a big area of Florida as an 
environmental preserve and tell people 
that they can’t go here or there, I think the 
US would kick me right out there.”

There are also some native land claims in 
the area from Mapuche Indians. And then 
there was the political challenge of trying 
to save Patagonia through philanthropy,
before there was a clear political mandate 
from the Argentinian and Chilean 
government to do this. 

Doug credited himself with working with 
the two Chilean presidents (of different 
political parties ) and the politically 
unstable Argentina. 

The creation of 5 national parks in both
sides of Patagonia, shows that he must 
have been pretty successful. Above all 
this journey to Patagonia will allow us to 
understand Doug, a man possessed with
an incredible love for the wild world in 
which he lived and explored. 

Before we leave South America, we will 
visit the homeland of a messiah-like 
figure in Brazil, internationally acclaimed 
photographer Sebastian Salgado’s hugely 
successful rewilding project at his father’s 
farm near Minas Gerais.



Over five years ago a number of Slovenian 
brown bears were reintroduced to the 
forests of the French Pyrenees, popular 
with conservationists, and Carla Sarkozy, 
France’s then first lady. 

They have not be welcomed by local 
farmers who report attacks on their sheep 
and don’t like the bears rummaging for
honey. Although the farmers are 
compensated for their losses, local bears 
have been found dead mysteriously at the 
bottom of cliffs and ravines, in what is 
clearly an attempt to end the experiment.
Our presenter can’t help thinking that it 
could be harbinger of a debate closer  
to home.

THE FRENCH PYRENEES

Globally acclaimed documentary 
photographer and photojournalist 
Sebastian Salgado has completely 
restored the 7000 hectare estate he 
inherited from his father that was utterly 
degraded, by planting two million trees.

Today you can see the return of 172 bird 
and 33 mammal species from parrots 
to pumas. It is a private passion that 
he shares with his wife Lelia and his 
family, and together they have started the 
Instituto Terra, dedicated to a mission 
of reforestation, conservation and 
environmental education.

BRAZIL



T H E  U K

Finally we return to Great Britain, where 
our journey began several months ago.
Rewilding is very much alive in Britain, 
through the hard work of some wealthy 
people and also through small groups of 
determined activists. 

The concept is controversial in the UK 
because it challenges the nature that we 
have all grown used to - a nature created 
by the conservation movement which has 
given us tranquil wetlands, where bird 
watchers can roam and then have a cup 
of tea. On our journey around the UK we 
will discover a nation of secret rewilders; 
from maverick landowners in Scotland, 
to active grassroots groups, to even the 
National Trust. But are the suburban 
British really ready to live with wild life?

We look at a smaller, uncontroversial 
rewilding project at Knepp Castle in 
Sussex where Charles and Isabella 
Burrell have rewilded their estate using 
herbivores such as pigs, Exmoor ponies 
and long horn cattle to naturally graze the 
habitat. After 10 years the return of
former biodiversity to the area has been 
impressive, with the return of rare birds 
such as the nightingale, butterflies and 
insects wildflowers and fauna not seen in 
the UK for centuries. 

ENGLAND

These species have returned on their own 
accord, heralding a great triumph for the 
rewilding movement. From Knepp Castle 
we travel back to the West country to 
meet up with Ben Goldsmith.



The director of Ramblers Scotland, Dave 
Morris, accuses him of trying to set up a 
massive zoo, “The restriction on peoples 
rights to roam and the damage to the 
landscape caused by fences and tracks 
would be too great”, he says. And Lister 
has also been given short shrift by Rob 
Gibson, the SNP MSP for Caithness,
Sutherland and Ross and convenor of the 
Scottish Parliament’s environment and 
rural affairs committee. Gibson said: “He 
treats his land as a private kingdom and 
that goes against Scottish access laws.” 
But Lister is resolutely pursuing the legal 
right to fence the land through the courts.

Our presenter will journey to Sutherland, 
Scotland, to spend some time with 
Paul Lister at Alladale, his Highland 
‘wilderness reserve.’ Paul Lister, a British 
multimillionaire and heir to the MFI 
fortune, is hoping to reintroduce wolves 
and bears to his reserve, which he argues
would be a perfect way to manage the 
excess number of deer on his estate.
“We’ve managed to put a man on the 
moon, I don’t see why we can’t get wolves 
back to Scotland.”

Aware that packs of wolves roaming 
the area could cause issues with the 
local community, Paul is trying to get 
permission to fence Alladale and its 
neighbouring estates. The idea of fencing 
in 20,000 hectares of land has not gone 
down well with hikers, who have a legal 
right to roam across the estate. 

“If you don’t have an ideal to die for 
you have nothing to live for. My ideal is 
that I want to hear the wolf howl again 
in Scotland.” There are many small 
rewilding projects in the UK, the work 
of local activists and enthusiasts that 
are more gentle in their ambitions and 
therefore likely to be more successful.

SCOTLAND



O T H E R
C O N T R I B U T O R S
We will also hear from a number of 
experts, who will help explain to the 
viewer some of the more complex issues 
surrounding the biology of conservation 
and biodiversity.

MICHAEL SOULÉ  

US biologist and author of the The New 
Conservation, Michael is the father of 
rewilding, a process he defined as, “the 
scientific argument for restoring big 
wilderness based on the regulatory roles 
of large predators”. In his view, there are 
three key requirements
to any successful rewilding experiment.

First the structure, resilience, and 
diversity of ecosystems is often 
maintained by “top-down” ecological 
interactions that are initiated by top 
predators (known as tropic cascade, so 
top predictors need to be reintroduced). 
Second, these wide-ranging predators 
usually require large cores of protected 
landscape for foraging, seasonal 
movements, and other needs; they justify 
large-scale projects. 

Third, connectivity is also required 
because core reserves are typically not 
large enough in most regions; they must 
be linked to insure long-term viability of 
wide-ranging species.

Rewilding Michael’s way posits that large 
predators are instrumental in maintaining 
the integrity of ecosystems, but require 
extensive space and connectivity to 
achieve their full potential. In shorthand, 
the three C’s - Cores, Corridors, and 
Carnivores.



GEORGE MONBIOT 

Author of Feral, an activist, journalist and 
founder of Rewilding Britain. Feral traces 
George’s efforts to re-engage with nature 
and discover a new way of living. He 
argues that by restoring and rewilding our 
damaged ecosystems on land and at sea, 
we can bring wonder back into our lives. 

Hundreds of people queue to hear him 
deliver passionate talks on the subject, 
which argue in favour of rewilding
Britain, referring Britain’s wild areas, 
parks for sheep and deer, and challenging 
the conservation movement for being 
content to only conserve a list of 
endangered species and suburban 
landscape that we have inherited.

DR PAUL JEPSON 

Oxford University
Dr Jepson is a Professor of biology 
at Oxford, he is also as leader of the 
‘Conservation Governance Laboratory’ 
which works to generate novel and 
creative insight to help conservation 
assure its relevance and impact in the 
21st century. The lab’s identity is founded 
on the belief that important applied 
insights lie at the interfaces of the natural
and social sciences, and of theory and 
practice. One of the key challenges to 
rewilding in Europe, explains Professor
Jepson, is that the institutions that 
perform conservation in Europe were all 
put in place in the 1970s and 1980s and 
are what we call “compositionalist” in 
perspective. 

Monbiot calls this, “shifting base line 
syndrome”, where each generation 
accept the ‘degraded state of nature” 
they have inherited, and set about to 
conserve it. Instead we should be pushing 
back the base line, and challenging our 
inheritance. Rewilders want to restore
an extinct ecosystem - it is not about 
saving units of nature, but the biodiversity 
of a past age.

George Monbiot voices the opinions of the 
rewilders who want to be more ambitious 
and rewild Britain, end farming, chuck out 
the sheep and control the deer with lynxes 
and wolves.

This means that they are interested 
in saving units of nature, rather than 
ecosystems, which is exactly what the 
rewilders do not want. To succeed, the 
rewilders have a real battle on their 
hands, not just to convince the hearts of 
minds of ordinary suburban dwellers to 
live with the wild, but because rewilding 
rubs up against all sorts of sensitive 
government policies and agencies: 
security, agriculture, public access, health 
and safety to name but a few.

So it’s no accident that most of the world’s 
rewilding experiments have taken place 
in countries with less active governments 
and law abiding citizens.



DR KATHY HODDER 

Senior Lecturer at the Centre of 
Ecology Environment and Sustainability, 
Bournemouth University.

Kathy offers a “realists” take on rewilding 
and thinks that the rewilders have placed 
too much emphasis on human non-
intervention. She is inclined to argue that 
yes, if we are to conserve biodiversity in
Europe, enlarging and linking nature 
reserves so that whole landscapes
can be managed is better than trying 
to conserve biodiversity in small, 
fragmented sites. 

DR GEORGE CHURCH 

Professor of Genetics at Harvard Medical
School and Professor of Health Sciences 
and Technology at Harvard and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) (the list goes on and on).

Probably the most famous geneticist on 
this planet, George is widely recognised 
for his innovative contributions 
to genomic science and his many 
pioneering contributions to chemistry and 
biomedicine. In 1984, he developed the 
first direct genomic sequencing method,
which resulted in the first commercial 
genome sequence. He helped initiate the 
Human Genome Project in 1984 and the 
Personal Genome Project in 2005.

At his lab in Harvard medical school, and 
a with a team of ninety or so graduates, 
George tinkers with DNA to fight disease, 
create new biofuels, and perhaps even 
resurrect extinct species.

George will talk us through the science of 
de-extinction.

Herds of large herbivores would 
undoubtedly play an important role in 
these networks and large reserves but 
they would have to be “managed”, and 
she fails to see this human involvement is 
a weakness in the approach.



B U D G E T  /
S C H E D U L E
The producers are in the process of 
preparing a detailed budget for the 
feature film but are working to a guide of 
approximately £1.5m pounds. Production 
will last 8 months across 6 continents and 
10 dramatic locations.

The latest 4k Super 35mm camera 
technology, night vision cameras, state 
of the art drones and gimbal mounts will 
all be utilised to ensure the breathtaking 
cinematography usually associated with 
the highest echelons of natural history 
programme making. To capture the 
intimacy of the journey and conversations 
with rewilders, we will also film with a 
smaller hand held camera, which will 
work as the presenter’s video diary.

A series of specialist second unit wildlife 
camera teams will be embedded in each 
location during principal photography, 
capturing intimate and dramatic 
behavioural sequences of wildlife in order 
to measure the full impact of specific 
species’ reintroduction into the divergent
ecosystems we will encounter.

Due to the strong and optimistic 
environmental message associated with 
rewilding that will capture the public’s 
imagination, the producers will explore 
the potential of crowd funding for a 
portion of our budget.



D I S T R I B U T I O N 
A N D  M A R K E T I N G
Subject to finance being achieved by Q3 
of 2016, the producers will aim for a US 
theatrical release on Earth Day 2018, 
following a run of festival competition 
screenings, to include the major wildlife 
film festivals (Jackson Hole, Wildscreen). 

The film will have a strong social
campaign attached to its marketing 
and social media presence, and we will 
explore synergies with companies like 
Participant Media and Dogwoof who 
build their distribution and marketing 
campaigns around social action and 
change, and were behind such films as 
The Cove and An Inconvenient Truth. 

Like these films we will also aim to have 
an educational outreach program, where 
the film will be shown in schools as part 
of a wider discussion about ecology and 
conservation, with an accompanying 
website and affiliated YouTube and
Vimeo channels.



A B O U T  T H E 
F I L M M A K E R S
MELANIE FALL - Producer

Melanie is an Emmy-winning, UK-
based freelance producer, working with 
Chimerica Media (a production company 
she co-owns) as well as with other 
independent directors and producers. 
After 20 years at the BBC current affairs 
department she became freelance, 
working for some of the UK’s top 
documentary companies before setting up
on her own.

LEANDER WARD - Director and Co-Producer

Leander co-directed, produced and filmed  
The Crimson Wing, a visually stunning look  
at life and death for the flamingos of  
Tanzania’s Lake Natron. As the 2009  
premiere release of the new documentary
feature strand, Disneynature, it garnered  
glowing press reviews and collected  
numerous awards including at both major  
wildlife film festivals, Wildscreen and  
Jackson Hole.

With over 20 years experience on 
productions for Disney, National 
Geographic, and the BBC, Leander’s 
creative choices with a camera, in 
the editing room, or in a music studio 
recording a score, demonstrate
a distinctive personal sense of drama 
and appeal. Leander graduated from the 
USC School of Cinematic Arts (1994) and 
makes his home in Somerset, England
with his wife Laura and daughters, Leyla 
and Alana.

She has Series Produced many historical 
documentaries for Channel 4, the BBC 
and PBS, presented by Niall Ferguson 
(Ascent of Money, Pity of War, Civilization, 
Empire), Chris Patten (East Meets
West), Robert Hughes (The Fatal Shore), 
and many others. She has also produced 
a 90 minute feature documentary on the 
life of Henry Kissinger for National
Geographic and winner of the New York 
Film Festival.

Melanie’s recent credits include, co- 
executive producer on a feature length 
documentary made by  Chinn’s company 
Lightbox entertainment for ESPN.



E X E C U T I V E 
P R O D U C E R  A N D 
C O - P R O D U C E R S
We are actively looking for an Executive 
Producer and Co-producers with a track 
record in making feature documentaries 
about resonant social causes who can 
help us raise money and the film’s profile, 
contact broadcasters and potential 
distributors and help us with all aspects 
of the editorial side of the film, story 
telling, structure, editing and scripting.
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